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OU Fellowship Information Session [Academic Year 2023] FAQ

XIf you have any concerns, please contact us.
#Machine translation is used in this page so that this page does not provide 100% accurate

information.

Q1. I am not sure if my research falls under the priority research fields. I would like a more detailed
explanation of the priority research fields.

A1. Please select the secondary areas of research of the priority research fields that applies to
or is closest to your own research field. Please note that the screening process will place more
emphasis on the research plan (research content) than on the affinity between the priority

research fields and the research content.

Q2. The “Successful OU Fellowship applicants are required to submit a pledge to concentrate on
research activities, etc.” is an obligation to devote oneself to research, as is the case with the
JSPS? For example, is there a purpose to prohibit applicants from having another status during
the doctor’ s course by starting a business based on his/her research?

A2. The pledge is not intended to prohibit entrepreneurship, etc. (Please refer to “7. OU
Fellowship Recipient Obligation” in the application guidelines for the details of the pledge.)
However, if your income exceeds ¥2,400,000 yen/year, you must submit a certificate of estimated

income.

Q3. What is the likely magnification?
AS3. In the FY2022 application period, 53 applicants applied and 26 were selected. We expect the

number of applicants to increase two to three times this year as well.

Q4. What is important in screening?
A4. As described in 6. Selection Criteria” in the application guidelines. Please also refer to the

information session materials and the video.

Q5. I would like to enter a doctor’ s course in a different graduate school than the one in which I
am now enrolled. In that case, should I ask my current academic advisor to prepare an evaluation
form? Or should I request it from my new academic advisor (who is scheduled to be my academic
advisor in doctor’ s course)?

AB. It can be prepared by anyone who is familiar with your research and achievements.



Q6. What is the probability that an international student will be selected for the OU fellowship?
AB. In the 2022 academic year, 53 students applied and 4 international students were accepted.
There is no quota for international students, and they will be screened in the same way as

Japanese students.

Q7. Due to the effects of the new coronavirus infection, I have not been able to make any
conference presentations or submit any papers at the time of application. Is there any case in
which [ could become a recipient even in such a case?

A7. The screening process will not be based on achievements only, but on a comprehensive
review of the information provided in the application form. Please try to provide as much
information as you can at this time. (e.g., papers in preparation and conferences, other activities

of note, etc.).

Q8. I understand that there are regular exchange meetings with companies. Will you be able to
set up exchange meetings with companies according to our areas of interest?
A8. Please note that we do not determine participating companies based on the requests of

individual recipients.

Q9. I am not sure whether I should apply for Type A or Type B. Please explain with an example
how you would determine this.

A9. Except for applicants who are only eligible to apply for one of the two types, applicants are
basically required to apply for both Type A and Type B. The major difference is the presence or

absence of the research grant (special category).

Q10. I would like to know the number of applicants, adopted applicants, etc. by the graduate
school.

A10. In FY2022, we received applications from all graduate schools, and the number of applicants
is as follows. Please note that we do not have a quota for each graduate school.

» Graduate School of Natural Science and Technology: 16 £

»Graduate School of Health Sciences: 2 £

»Graduate School of Environmental and Life Science: 14

* Graduate School of Medicine, Dentistry and Pharmaceutical Sciences: 6 £

» Graduate School of Interdisciplinary Science and Engineering in Health Systems: 1%

Q11. I am a graduate student in medicine, dentistry, or pharmacy and work once a week in an

outside office, can [ apply?



A11. You are eligible to apply. Part—time income is eligible for support regardless of the amount,

but you must submit a certificate of estimated income.

Q12. If a student has been selected as a fellowship recipient in the past, are there any exemptions
from some of the assighments?
A12. There are no exemptions from the assignment. All applicants will be screened in the same

manner as other applicants.

Q13. Is it possible to apply from abroad?
A13. Applications from abroad are also accepted. However, you must be in Japan as of the start

of receiving fellowship (April 2023).

Q14. I have heard that they are eligible for tuition fee exemption. If I withdraw from the OU
Fellowship in the middle of the academic year, how will the exempted tuition be handled?

A14. Please note that although there was a tuition fee exemption for the 2022 academic vyear, it
has not yet been decided for the following academic year and thereafter. If tuition fee exemption
is offered again next year and you withdraw from the OU Fellowship in the middle of the academic

year, you will be required to pay tuition fees according to the time of your withdrawal.

Q15. May [ also use the image in “5. Research Plan (1) Research Background” in the application
form?

A15. Yes, you may.

Q16. Is it possible to change the allocation of each section of the application form as long as the
total pages are not increased?
A16. You may change the amount of text in each section as long as the total pages are no more

than 8 pages.

Q17. If [ receive a grant from a research institute, can I receive the fellowship at the same time?

Al7. Yes, you can.

Q18. In this call for applications, one 2nd year student and one 3rd year student will be recruited
for Type A. Will one 2nd year student and one 3rd year student are recruited each year from now
on?

A18. We cannot answer at this time as it depends on vacancies and other circumstances. Basically,

we are accepting applications for 1st year students.



Q19. Is it possible to write evaluation forms for more than one person?
A19. It is possible for one academic advisor to write evaluation forms for more than one applicant.

It is not allowed for more than one academic advisor to write evaluation forms for one applicant.

Q20. Is it better for the research plan for the research grant (special category) to be in the same
lineage each year?

A20. Please describe your research plan for the doctor’s course. Please note that in the research
grant (special category), rather than the research itself, please describe some initiatives with an
eye toward your future self, initiatives that cannot be carried out with ordinary research expenses,

and so on.

Q21. Are students who entered in October 2022 in the same order of priority as the students
who entered in April 2023?

A21. They will not be prioritized and will be screened as equivalent to the same 1st year.

Q22. Can I apply even if I am a dependent?
A22. Yes, you can.

Q23. If I am selected for the OU fellowship, will I get a lump sum of money from April to October?
A23. The equivalent living expenses will be paid for two months in odd—numbered months. (e.g.,

April and May expenses will be paid in May.)

Q24. Regarding “3. Research Achievements (6) Other (Prizes, etc.)” on the application form, are
national-level awards eligible? Are regional conferences such as the Chugoku and Shikoku
conferences not included?

A24. There are no particular rules. Please describe what you consider to be your achievements.

Q25. Does income as a research assistant count toward the certificate of estimated income?

A25. You do not need to submit it.

Q26. Does “Other” in “Research Achievements” include a history of obtaining competitive
funding?
A26. Yes, it does.



