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OU Fellowship Information Session [Academic Year 2024] FAQ

XIf there is a difference between the Japanese and English versions, the Japanese version is

correct.

XIf you have any further inquiries after regarding the following FAQ, please contact the OU-
SPRING Office.
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There are only a few applicants for 2nd year and above, but are there any standards for
recruitment?

OU-SPRING basically supports students from the time of adoption to the completion of the
standard term of study. However, every year some students withdraw from the OU-SPRING
due to reasons such as employment as a DC, etc. When a student withdraws, there is a
vacancy for a student in that year, and the student will be adopted according to the number
of vacancies. There are no vacancies at this time, but if there are any withdrawals in the

future, additional successful applicants will be selected from among those who have applied.

Is it OK to fill out the application form and interview in English?
No Problem. Please download the English version of the application and evaluation forms from

the application page.

If there is no current income or work record, who should fill out the Certificate of Estimated
Income and how should it be filled out?

The Certificate of Estimated Income must be submitted only by those who have income, such
as working students. Also, even if you work part—time, please submit this form if you expect

to earn approximately 2,400,000 yen per year.

How and by whom should the Certificate of Expected Income be filled out?
Please have your employer prepare the form and submit it from the applicant himself/herself.
The amount to be paid can be estimated. If you plan to be employed at Okayama University,

please ask the department that will process your employment to prepare the form.

Is there any difference in the amount of money paid depending on the grade?
There is no difference in the amount of money paid depending on the grade. The amount is

as stated in the application guidelines.

I am applying for a JSPS research fellows (DC), but is there any problem with applying for
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You can apply at the same time, but you cannot receive both grants at the same time. Please
note that if you are selected for both, you will need to choose one of them. Also, if you are
applying or planning to apply for research fellows, please be sure to indicate so in your

application form.

Are there any specific criteria (e.g. at least one paper is required) for selection?
The screening criteria are not disclosed. The screening is based on the submitted documents

and the content of the interview.

[ would like to inquire about the key points that are evaluated regarding the sustainability of
the research and its future works. Are these evaluations focused on Japan or the researcher’s
home country?

The key points for evaluation of the screening items are not disclosed.

Is the financial situation of the applicant’s family included in the selection criteria?
It is not included. The screening is based on the submitted documents and the content of

the interview.

Q10. What is the duration of the OU-SPRING Scholarship? Is it for 1 year only or the entire
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Q11
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program period?
In principle, support is provided from the time of adoption to the completion of the standard

term of study.

. Do all research areas get equal opportunities for funding?

Applicants who meet the application requirements are eligible to apply, no matter what field
of research they are conducting. The amount of the grant is a flat amount for any field of

research.

Is there a limit to the amount of money I can receive if I receive a private scholarship and
not an Okayama University scholarship?
For private scholarships, please contact the OU-SPRING office individually as we will

determine after checking the details.

Regarding “2. Research Achievements” on the application form, are there any restrictions,

such as limiting it to those in which the applicant is the first author of papers, presentations,
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etc.?
There are no restrictions, so please also include those for which you are a co—author. In the

case of co—authors, please list them in such a way as to indicate their rank.

According to the guide, if a student is selected for OU-SPRING, he/she is not be eligible for
the “Return Exemption System for Outstanding Achievement” of JASSO’s Type 1 (interest—
free) scholarship. If he/she borrowed the scholarship for a master’'s degree program and is
exempted from repayment, is he/she not eligible?

Those who are not eligible for the exemption from repayment are “those who were employed
as JASSO’s Type 1 (interest—free) scholarship recipients in doctoral programs or doctoral
programs of medicine, dentistry, pharmacy, or veterinary science (doctoral programs) in

FY2023 or later. Therefore, this does not apply to master’s degree programs.

If I apply for both OU-SPRING and an on—campus scholarship, does that mean that the
maximum amount is 2,800,000 yen, including the OU-SPRING research budget of 400,000
yen?

Research budget is not included. The maximum amount of the scholarship is 2,200,000 yen

for the research encouragement funding and 600,000 yen for the on—campus scholarship.

[ have a book publishing achievement, which section should it be listed under?
It falls under (1) of “2. Research Achievements” on the application form. In addition, please
list as “(6) Other” any research activity achievements for which it is unclear which item

applies.

If I am selected for OU-SPRING, will OU-SPRING cover the entrance fee and tuition fee?

The entrance fee will not be covered by OU-SPRING. Tuition waiver is determined based on
the situation of the relevant academic year, we cannot answer whether OU-SPRING
recipients are eligible for tuition waiver or not at this time. Please note that OU-SPRING

does not guarantee tuition waiver for all applicants every fiscal year.



